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The future of cork

Simple system a boon for boutique wineries

By BRUCE MUNRO
THLE world’s southern-
most winery is singing
the praises of the world’s
newest bottling device,
Zork.

Geoff  Weston, of
Weston's Winery, Half-
way Bush, has bottled a
test run of about 500
bottles using the Aust-
ralian-designed  plastic
corking system, which he
said offered advantages
over cork and metal tops.

The Middle Beach
chardonnay was still age-
ing but the test bottling
had been “perlect”, Mr
Weston said.

Compared with cork,
Zork Dbreathed at a
known rate, which gave a
more consistent result
and did not deteriorate
over time or leach
contaminants, he said.

Metal twist tops did
not breath at all, could
not take as much pres-
sure and in the United
Stales carried the stigma
of being uscd on cheap
wine.

Bottling with Zork
could be done with mini-
mal machinery, which
was an important advan-
tage for New Zealand’s
many small wineries.

“For small operators
like me, this is the differ-
ence between up to
$15,000 worth of machin-
ery and S$250 for hand-
operated  machinery,”
Mr Weston said.

“For wee guys, this is a
revolution.”

Launched in 2003,
Zork is used by a handful
ol wineries in Australia
and four in New Zca-
land.

“I met the Brown
Brothers representative
in Dunedin recently,” he
said.

“He had not heard of
Zork. but said thev were

looking [or a new top for
a winc with a wee bubble
in it and would be taking
the idea back to Aus-
tralia.”

Winerics which  ex-
ported to the United
States had met markel
resistance to metal twist
tops.

“Some wineries have
had to produce special
corked runs for the US.

“But Zork has no his-
tory, so there is no resist-
ance.”

In time, about onc
third of all bottle clos-
ures would be with Zork,
Mr Weston estimated.

Zorked: Winemaker Geoff Weston opens a chardonnay bottled using the new
plastic corking system.
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